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sider you equivalent to my own life : hence, if my life
goes with you, of what use is a lifeless body ? If you
are determined to go, then proceed, and take me with
you." Saying this to the young merchant, he began
his preparations likewise for the journey, and gave
orders to his agents to get ready quickly the necessary
conveyances.

When the news of the Mwdjas departure became
public, the merchants of that city on hearing it, began
likewise their preparations to set out with him. The
dog-worshipping khwdja took with him specie and
jewels to a great amount, servants and slaves without
number, and rich rarities and property worthy of a
king, and having pitched his tents of various sorts
outside of the city, he went.to them. All the other
merchants took articles of merchandise with them
according to their means, and joined the M^pdjaj they
became for themselves a [regular] army.

One day, having fixed on a lucky moment for
departure, they set out thence on their journey.
Having laden thousands of camels with canvas sacks
filled with goods, and the jewels and specie on mules
five hundred slaves from the steppes of Kapchdk, from
Zang, and from Hum,1 completely armed, men used to
the sword, mounted on horses of Arabia, of Tartary,
and of Irak, accompanied [the caravan]. In the rear
of all came the Mwdja and the young merchant, richly
dressed, and mounted on sedans; a rich litter was
lashed on the back of a camel, in which the dog
reposed on a cushion, and the cages of the two
prisoners were slang one on each side of another,

1 Tartar, African, and Turkish slaves.